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From France; How many movies are driven by family dynamics? The 
Marching Band, a French-language crowd-pleaser, does it in a very different 
way. Benjamin Lavernhe is wonderful as middle-class Thibaut, a celebrated 
conductor who, after collapsing at the podium one day, learns that he has 
leukemia. He needs a bone-marrow transplant, but it turns out that his sister 
isn’t a match. Then comes another life-changing revelation: he was adopted. 
So Thibaut must first find his biological brother, Jimmy (the also splendid 
Pierre Lottin) and then ask him for his bone marrow. All of which is drama 
enough, but there’s another, compelling dimension. Jimmy, raised in a blue-
collar community, is a talented trombonist in a marching band. Gradually, 
their worlds converge and their new fraternal bond builds through music, 
predictably but very touchingly. It’s a real charmer. This is a truly magnificent 
film that stays with you for a long while after watching. From the subtle and 
soft conductor brother whose orchestra clearly adore him and the poignant 
story of finding his polar opposite brother, through unfortunate circumstances 
& how the director intertwines their personalities with raw honesty and 
humour, allowing them to take time to bond. You’ll laugh out loud, be deeply 
moved by the superb music and there will be moments of profound sadness - 
all portrayed so eloquently by the terrific casting. It’s the best French film this 
year. The ending is sublime. 
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